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IPATOXPONIA

On New Year's Eve (Mapapovn Mpwtoxpovidg), the whole family gathers to celebrate the coming of the New Year. They
sit around the table (npwtoxpovidatiko Tpanéqt) and when the clock strikes midnight, they exchange wishes for the New
Year (Xpovia toAAa! Kahij xpovia! Eutuxiopévog o katvoopytog xpovog!) and cut the Basthomuta, St Basil's pie.. Inside
the pie there is a hidden lucky coin (pAoupi). Each of the family members has a piece of the pie. The person who finds
the coin will be lucky for the whole year!

KaAavta pwroxpoviag

Apxipnvia Kt
apxixpovid,

PN pov
devrpoAiBavia

Kt apxn Kahog pag
Xpovog,

€KKAnoLa pe T’ ayuo
0povog.

Apxn Tov ByRKe 0
XpLotog

dylog Kat mVEVATLKOG,
oTn yn, 0TN yn va
MEPMATIOEL

KalL va pag
Kahokapdioel.

Ayloc BaciAng épxeta,
Kt 0Aoug pag
KatadExeral

ano v Kawoapeia,
oL 'oal apxovriooa
Kupia.

Baotd €lkova Kat
xapti,

Taxapokavtio JupwTi
Xapti Kat Kahapdpt
0€e¢ kaL pe 10
naAwkapt.

To kakapdpt €ypaye,
TNV Hoipa Tov TV
éheye

KaL TO XapTi OpiAEL,
dyle pov, dyte pov
KaA€ Baoiln.
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MEAOMAKAPONA

Maet o naAidg o xpovog

Mdet o MaAlog o XxpOvog  XapoUHEVN, XpUOH)

ag yloptacovpe matdid
Kat TOU XwpLopov o
TOVOC

ag Kowpdrat oTn
Kapdua.

KaAn xpovid, KaAn
xpovid,

XapoUHEVN, XpPUoi)
MpwToxpovid.. (61¢)

Fépe xpove Puye Twpa
Tagt n 61kn oov n
oeLpa

NpO< o véog peE Ta
dwpa,

pe TpayovdLa Kat xapd.

KaAn xpovid, KaAn
xpovid,

TRADITIONAL FOOD

AINAEL  KOYPAMNIEAEL

npwTtoxpovid.. (61¢)

Ma Kt av pevyeLg Ta
pakpLa pacg

0TV Kapdia pag mavra
(el

Kade Aomn Ka xapa
Hag

nov nepacape padi.

KaAn xpovid, KaAn
Xpovid,

XapoUPEVN, XpUoi)
nMpwTtoxpovid.. (61¢)
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BEODANIA

On Ogopdveta (or dwrta}, we are gathering by a pier at the harbor, by the water. There, the priest holds the Holy Cross (Ztavpdg)
and a basil branch (BaotAikdg) and blesses the waters (ayidZet ta vepa). Then, the priest dips the basil branch in a bowl filled
with Holy Water (aytacpoc) and he sprinkles the crowd. Finally, he throws the Holy Cross in the waters. At that point, a number of
swimmers dive in the cold waters (Boutdave ota vepa), in a race to retrieve the Holy Cross. The first swimmer to reach the Cross

brings it back to the priest and receives a blessing.
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Kalavia Oatwv < Y

INPEPA TA PWTA KL O APEVTN PHE TNV KUPA. GTOV 0UPAVO 2

PWTLGHOG (x2) va paepw poda kat
n xapd peyakn kto  ‘Opyavo Bactast, Aipavo.

aylLacpog. Kepi Kpatei Kaknpepaq,

Katw otov lopdavn  kat Tov Ai-Navvn KAAnomepa,

TOV TOTapo TapakaAei. KaAn oov pépa

KABeT n Kupd pagn  Ai-Ndvvn apévn apEVTI PE TV Kupd.

Navayd. Kal gantioTi) (x2)
KaAnpepaq, Bamtioe KL epéva
KaAnomepa. 000 maidi.

KaAn cov pépa N' avefw emavw

NIANOYME
TON
LTAYPO!
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During the long weekend of KapvapBdAt, we all have a great time! On Saturday and Sunday, we wear costumes ((popdpe oToAEQ)
and we go to costume parties, to dance and have fun! On Sunday, in many places in Greece there is a carnival parade, with huge
and funny parade floats, one of which represents the Carnival King (BagtAudg Kapvapahog!). On Sunday night, the crowds gather
in a central spot to watch the Carnival King float on fire! The float explodes into a million colorful fireworks! The next day(Ka8apa
Acvtépa), is the first day of the forty day fasting (Zapakoots), which leads to the Easter holiday.

®OPAME TH
LTOAH!

.......................... ...

NETAME TON
XAPTAETO!

We eat vnotictpa and we fly kites
(xaptaetog) in the sky, competing
to see which one will go higher!
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To xkapvaBait

KaAwg to kKapvapaAt pe KaAwg to mov gkopmdel “Xopéyte tpayovdnote”
TOUG TPEAOUG X0POUG KOPOEAEG KOPWPETI. pac A€t n yuayiq,

TIOV VTUVEL packapadeg Eivai yia ta matdakta nmo  “ax! moco 6a ‘Ocha Kt eyw
HEYAAOUC Kal HIKPOUG. TpEAL ylopTi). va pmopaya mawdua”.
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25H MAPTIOY

The day of March 25th is a double celebra-
tion, a religious one and a national one. We
celebrate the Annunciation of Virgin Mary,
when the Archangel Gabriel gave the news of
her imminent pregnancy. On the same day,

we celebrate the beginning of the Greek War
for Independence in 1821. Until that year, the
Greek nation was under Ottoman rule, since
the middle of the 15th century. In 1821 an
insurgence started, which lasted for almost 10
years.On that day celebration include laying of
wreaths and a parade with the participation of
schools and military units.
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Xe yvwpilw
amo TV Koyn
ov oTtadiov
TV TpOpEPH,
o€ yvwpilw
ano Tnv oy
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Tov pe Bia
HETPAEL TN YN.
A’ Ta kokaha
ByaApévn Twv
EANvwv ta
Lepa,

KAl oav mpwta
avépelwpévn,
Xaipe, w xaipe,
EAevBepid!
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ALXA

The Easter celebrations start on Palm Sunday, when churches are decorated with palm branches, commemorating Jesus' trium-
phant entry in Jerusalem. Then the Holy Week begins. The last days of the Holy Week hold great religious importance. On Holy
Thursday we attend the church for the service of the 12 Gospels. On Holy Saturday, just before midnight, we attend the church,
holding lit -lampades- to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ.

H METAAH
EBAOMAAA

Xpiotog
Avéom 3 PJ}

XpLotog avéotn
EK VEKPWY,
Bavatw Bavartov
natnoag

Kat Toig €v Tol¢
HVApaot
{wnv
XapLodpevog. .
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Mayeipitoa

On Easter Sunday, families come to-
gether to celebrate, singing and dancing
traditional songs and eating spit-roasted
lamb.

XPILTOL ANELTH!
ANHONL ANELTH!

¢

On Good Friday we participate in
the Epitaphios procession on the
streets around the church, holding
candles and singing psalms.
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LTOAIZOYME
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AEKANENTAYTOYLTOL

Also known as the “summer Easter”, on this day we celebrate Virgin Mary (Mavayia). It is the mostiimportant holiday in the
summer, especially for the Greek islands. Many churches devoted to Theotokos (=God-bearer) are in the Greek islands, cel-
ebrating this day with processions and fests (mavnyopta). In the island of Tinos, the local church, Panagia of Tinos (Mavayia
¢ Tiivov) is one of the most popular, attracting thousands of pilgrims every year. Another popular island church celebrating
on this day is Mavayia EkatovtamnvAwavi in the island of Paros.

0 Aexaneviauyouotog
oc ddpopa pépn Tng
EAAabag
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28H OKTNBPIOY

This is a national holiday, the second greatest after March 25th. It is also known as “OXI” (= no) day, named after Prime
Minister Metaxas’ negative response to the Italian ultimatum to surrender, which was given on that day, October 28th, 1940.
This day is a day of remembrance, not only of that response, but also for the German occupation (Katoxr) of Greece, which

lasted more than three years, the heroic Greek Resistance (Avtictaon), against the German and Italian forces and the final
liberation of the country (AneAev8épwon), in October 1944.

EYZONEL
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XPILTOYTENNA

On Christmas Eve, groups of children go from door to door in their neighborhood, singing the Christ-
mas carols, in exchange for treats or a small amount of money. The preferred musical instrument
they are using is the triangle. In the old days, the children would also carry a boat full of Christmas
decorations (the Greek equivalent for the Christmas tree). On Christmas day, all the family goes to
the church, to participate in the Christmas service. Then, they gather for the Christmas dinner. After
they finish eating, they bring out the “bread of Christ”, a traditional dessert made especially for that
particular day. It is a round cake, decorated with the sign of the Cross.

Xpiotouyevviduxa Kaavra

KaAnjv eonépav
APXOVTES,

av givat optopog
0ag,

Xptotov TN Ocia
yévvnon,

Va W 0T’ apXovTLKO
oag.

Xplotog yevvdrat
clpepov,

€v BnOAe€p T MOAN,
oL oupavoi
aydAlovtat,

XaipeL n poong oAn.
Ev Tw omtnAaiw
TiKTETAL,

EV PATVI] TWV
aAoywy,

0 BactAeug Twv
ovpavwy,

Kal o Ti¢ TWv
OAwv.
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